CHAPTER   IV
INITIATION  OF  BRITISH
ADMINISTRATION
WHILE the extension of the campaign to Baghdad and the
future of the country were being discussed in official circles,
the practical problem of the administration of the occupied
areas was forced upon those in command of the Expeditionary
Force. Even had there been no obligation under international
usage, as the Hague Conventions of 1890 and of 1907,* the
needs of the Force and the necessity of replacing the vacuum
left by the departure of the Turks rendered the initiation of
some form of administration imperative.
The local requirements of the troops were wide and varied.
Such needs as were not met by direct intervention of the
military authorities necessitated an intricate mass of detailed
orders, proclamations and notices issued under the authority
of the General Officer Commanding and enforced for the most
part by military police and military courts. These regulations
supervised the direct relations between the inhabitants and the
army, ranging from the control of rents8 and foodstuffs,3 the
restriction of movement of persons and of rivercraft/ to orders
that carriage drivers and boatmen eshall in all cases give
preference to British Officers, European ladies and Government
1 Regulations respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, Annexed
to Hague Convention, July 2Qth, 1899, affirmed in a similar Convention of
the Hague, October i8th, 1907.   Texts: Brit, and For. St. Papers, Vol. xci
(1898-9), 988; Vol. c (1906-7), 333.
2 Compilation of Proclamations and Notifications Affecting Civil Inhabitants of
Mesopotamia in Basrah (Baghdad, 1919), Notification No. 2 (hereafter Procs.
Basrah).
3 Ibid., Notif. No. 5; Proclamations and Notifications, 'Amarah (Baghdad,
1919), No. i, Sec. 14 (hereafter Procs. 'Amarah).
* Procs. Basrah, Notif. No. 6, Regulation Nos. 12, 13; Procs. 'Amarah, Pioc.
No. i, Sees. 2, 3, and 9.
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